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The Greater Peterborough Area Moving Forward with Sustainability 
 
Dynamic community partnerships were celebrated today at the Peterborough Museum & Archives with the 
official launch of the Greater Peterborough Area Community Sustainability Plan and the opening of the 

Fleming College Museum Management & Curatorship Student Exhibit „Sustainable Peterborough: Looking 
Back, Moving Forward‟. 

 
The Greater Peterborough Area, including the City of Peterborough, the County of Peterborough and its 

eight member townships, the two First Nations, and a host of community partners, has completed an 

informative and important journey – the development of its first Integrated Community Sustainability Plan 
(ICSP). This holistic regional plan addresses areas of mutual responsibility, presents a strong environmental 

focus and ensures that recommendations are financially sustainable.  
 

Based on community feedback from the survey and community outreach, eleven themes emerged for 

Sustainable Peterborough. These are areas that the community identified as the most important to them 
and thus they form the structure of the Sustainable Peterborough Plan. Each theme has a goal, strategic 

directions, and priority actions. The Plan includes a toolbox with 100 actions that municipalities, partners, 
and individuals can choose from to increase their sustainability. 

 
Implementation of the Sustainable Peterborough plan will require community partners including local 

municipalities, First Nations, businesses, institutions, branches of government, non-governmental 

organizations, and individuals working collectively to make our community more sustainable. Since the plan 
was completed, 20 partners have committed to assist in implementing the Plan with another 8 prepared to 

commit upon review of the final Plan. 
 

“I am delighted with the level of commitment the Plan is receiving throughout the region by the local 

municipalities, businesses and organizations. Their partnership with Sustainable Peterborough and 
dedication to its implementation is tangible recognition of our collective community's innovative approach to 

sustainability” stated Ken Doherty, Co-Chair of the Sustainable Peterborough Steering Committee.  
 

Visit www.sustainablepeterborough.ca to view the final Sustainable Peterborough Integrated Community 

Sustainability Plan and find more information on how you can become involved. 
 

The event also served as the official opening of the Fleming College Museum Management & Curatorship 
Student Exhibit „Sustainable Peterborough: Looking Back, Moving Forward‟. This year the program 

partnered with Sustainable Peterborough to demonstrate the historical message of sustainable living, what 
we can do now to participate, and what the future holds. 

 

"Each year, the complex process of working together on a major exhibition is as rewarding for staff, 
faculty and community partners as it is for the students.  We all learn and grow from these 

valuable experiences.  We all leave with a new - or perhaps renewed - energy for bringing the past, present 
and future together in exciting and challenging ways." Susan Neale, Director, Peterborough Museum & 

Archives. 

 
The exhibit runs until June 10th, 2012. Visit www.peterboroughmuseumandarchives.ca for more information. 
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For additional information please contact Chantelle Held, Coordinator, Sustainable Peterborough 

705-743-0777 Ext. 2132 or cheld@gpaedc.on.ca @chantelleheld 
 

http://www.sustainablepeterborough.ca/
http://www.peterboroughmuseumandarchives.ca/
mailto:cheld@gpaedc.on.ca


 

Background 
 

Theme Areas 

1. agriculture & local food 
2. climate change 

3. cultural assets 
4. economic development & employment 

5. energy 

6. healthy communities 
 

7. land use planning 
8. natural asset 

9. transportation 
10. waste 

11. water 

 

Partners and Intended Partners 
Current partners include: 

 City of Peterborough 

 Kawartha Heritage Conservancy 

 ARK Consulting Services 

 Peterborough Museum and Archives 

 Elmhirst Resort 

 Green Eyewear Optical 

 St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church 

 Peterborough Social Planning Council 

 Fleming College 

 Community Food Network 

 Kawartha Community Food Hub 

 

 Township of Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield 

 Cambium Environmental 

 Peterborough County-City Health Unit 

 Community Opportunity Innovation 

Network 
 Elizabeth Fry Society 

 Township of Douro-Dummer 

 Hiawatha First Nation 

 Community Foundation of Greater 

Peterborough 

 New Canadians Centre Peterborough 

Current signed Letters of Intent include: 

 Swish Maintenance 

 Peterborough Golf & Country Club 

 Peterborough Green Up 

 Lansdowne Place 

 

 Ontario Federation of Anglers & 

Hunters 
 Peterborough Field Naturalists 

 Lett Architects 

 Trent University 

 

Museum Management Program: 
 

The Museum Management & Curatorship program is a one-year, intensive, post-graduate Fleming-Trent 

Linkage program designed to give students practical, hands-on training in a real museum environment.  
Classes are held at the Peterborough Museum & Archives (making the Museum unique in Canada).  It is a 

tremendous three-way partnership between the City of Peterborough, Fleming College and Trent 
University.  It is a highly respected and sought-after program, with less than 20% of each year's applicants 

accepted into the program.  Graduates are working locally, nationally and internationally, using the skills 
and techniques learned in situ at the Peterborough Museum & Archives.  In December 2011, the City of 

Peterborough received and 'Award of Excellence' from the Ontario Museums Association for its ongoing 

support of this program. 
 

Sustainable Peterborough Funders: 
 

Rural Secretariat ($29,000) 

The Rural Secretariat funds were provided under the Community Development Program, Building Rural and 
Northern Partnerships. This program is aimed at supporting projects that help stakeholders find solutions 

that reflect their needs, while sharing information and best practices with other communities. It also 
contributes to development of activities in which a number of communities and partners participate. The 

County of Peterborough was the applicant for these funds to support the Sustainable Peterborough 
program. 

 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ Green Municipal Fund ($200,000) 
The Government of Canada endowed the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) with $550 million to 

establish the Green Municipal Fund . The Fund supports partnerships and leveraging of both public and 

private-sector funding to reach higher standards of air, water and soil quality, and climate protection. 

 
 



Ontario Trillium Foundation ($129,100) 

A leading grantmaker in Canada, the Ontario Trillium Foundation strengthens the capacity of the voluntary 
sector through investments in community-based initiatives. An agency of the Government of Ontario, OTF 

builds healthy and vibrant communities.  

 
City of Peterborough ($80,000)  

The City of Peterborough has been working towards sustainable development since 1991. As lead 
municipality in this initiative, the City of Peterborough is committed to working with the County, Townships 

and First Nations on the development of the plan and its successful integration across departments and 

jurisdictions. The City and County have already begun to pursue joint planning in areas such as waste 
transportation land use planning and environment. Areas in which the potential for, and benefits of 

collaboration are transparent and attractive to other jurisdictional partners. 
 

Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough ($8,000) 
The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough is the vital link between caring community members 

and local causes that matter. They foster philanthropy by pooling endowed and special funds, while 

providing grants to registered charities to enhance the quality of life for our citizens. 

 


